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Color terms in The Odyssey

Aevkos I White
UENUS Black
guveu's* B Yellow

7."«)‘1)(/)17{)609 2 Purple
5{)1}9{)«‘9 2 Bright red
wolos M Gray
KUV EOS Indigo
Do Blood red
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BerlinB., Kay P.

Basiccolor terms: their universality and
evolution.

Berkeley University of California Press, 1969.



Brent Berlin Paul Kay



Paul Kay BrentBerlin

1959 Tzeltaly = m YY"
t ChiapasMexico
Z h “ m QO | r]
o h_m e 8 0 o) 0
t ) m 1<: X h ” ! o~ m o
0The two languages are as
ninamucl © . . e ¢, unrelated to each other

m e < e historically as any two
- e languages cad S(P.Kay



Berlin and Kay (1969)
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The World Color Survey

The World Color Survey (WCS) was initiated in the late 1970's to test the hypotheses
advanced by Berlin and Kay (1969) regarding

(1) the existence of universal constraints on cross-language color naming, and
* (2) the existence of a partially fixed evolutionary progression according to which
languages gain color terms over time.

Original support came from the National Science Foundation. Additional support has been
received from the University of California at Berkeley. the Summer Institute of Linguistics
(now SIL. International), the International Computer Science Institute (ICSI, 1947 Center
Street, Berkeley. CA 94707), and three additional grants from the National Science
Foundation. The WCS is now housed at ICSL

http://www1l.icsi.berkeley.edu/wcs/
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VIGURE §. NORMALIZED FOCI OF BASIC COLOR TERMS IN TWENTY LANGUAGES. NoTk: Numerals appearing along the borders of
the chare refer to the Munsell system of color notation. Numerals appearing on the body of the chart refer to the number
of languages in the sample of twenty which encode the corresponding color category. The smallest possible number of

lines are used to enclose each color area.

http://musictheory.zentral.zone/huntsystem?7.html
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The figure shows the regions judged as typical for a term. The numbers correspond to the
investigated languages (out of 20) which have a term falling into the indicated region.
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